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aiding by my pencil others more versed in antiquarian research than I 
can ever hope to be, and in this way help to record, in as faithful a man 
ner as I am capable of, an interesting class of relics, some of which have 
been preserved in Ireland from the earliest Christian times, and which 
are not surpassed in Northern Europe for quaintness or originality. 

My object in making this presentation to the Library of the Academy 
arises from a wish to increase its value to the antiquary; and I think 
it only rioht that these drawings should not be usable, except under the 
same conditions as those imposed on our manuscripts. The only per 
sonal reward which I venture to seek is, that those gentlemen who may 
find occasion to copy from them, or otherwise use them, will have the 
courtesy to mention the source from whence their information was 
derived. 

RESOLVED,- That the special thanks of the Academy be presented to 
Mr. Du Noyer for his valuable donation. 

MR. EDWARD CLIBBoRN read a paper 

ON TUEE NUMBER, QUALITY, USES, AND RELATI-VE POSITIONS OF TEIE WELLS IN 
OR NEAR DUBLIN, ATTRIBUTED TO OR NAMED AFTER ST. PATRICK: CONSI 
DERED IN RELATION TO A GREAT ECONOMIC PUBLIC SUPPLY OF WATER, IN 
ADDITION TO THAT NOW POSSESSED BY THE CITY. 

MR. CLrBBORN stated that his attention was called to the subj ect-matter of 
the present comminication by Alderman Atkinson, M.R.I.A., calling on 
him, and informing him that Mr. B. L. Guirnness, M.R.IA., had lately 
presented the citizens of Dublin with ?100, to enable them to place the 
poor of Dublin in such a position as to have at their disposal a copious 
supply of water fit for drinking. Ha.ving discussed this matter with 

Mr. Atkinson, it was agreed that an application should be made to Tri 
nitv College to allow the spring well at the end of Dawson-street to be 
utilized for the purpose of supplying passengers with water. This well 
was reputed to be the original well of St. Patrick. The application to 
the College gave rise to a call on Mr. Clibborn that he should prove that 
this was so. He immediately comme-need inquiries in the neighbour 
hood, for the purpose of ascertaining the local traditions bearing on the 
point, in the hope of substantiating the popular belief; but these tradi 
tions tended to disprove the usual impression that this well really was 
the original well of St. Patrick. Mr. Gilbert's "History of Dublin" 
having led to an opposite conclusion, Mr. Clibborn, with a view to ascer 
tain on which side the probability lay of this well being St. Patrick's or 
not, continued his investigations. His first reference to any authority 
on the subject was to Swift's translation of Jocelyn's " Life of St. Pa 
trick," written in the twelfth century, in which we read that St. Patrick, 
having performed several miracles at Finglas, crossed the water, proba 
bly the Tolka River. Then, pursuing his course toward Dublin city, he 
arrived at a certaini point about one mile from the village of Ath-cliath, 

which Mr. Clibborn inferred was the original of Oxmantown, set down 



263 

in Roeque's famous Map of Dublin, published in 1756, as the west end of 
North King-street, near Smithfield, the present cattle market of Dublin. 
This place is found to be just a mile distant from an elevated spot near 
the bridge over the canal on the Finglas road, from close to which St. 
Patrick might have first seen the plain on the north side of the city 
flooded by the tides, the village of Ath-cliath and the city of Dublin in 
the distance on the opposite side of the river. At Ath-cliath, according 
to the legend, St. Patrick was entertained at the house of a certain wo 

man, who complained to him that the water of the stream running by 
her house was always saltish, from the tide mixing with it, and that it 
was very troublesome going some distance up the stream to get 
the pure water. This stream, the author concluded, was the Bra 
thogue, a river laid down on Speed's Map of 1610, and recognised 
before its entry into the present city in the Ordnance Survey M,aps. In 
consequence of the com-plaint of his landlady, the saint produced a well 
of pure water on the spot, to which his name was given. Mr. Clibborn 
having found, in the pump of Mr. Cartqn, a fit representative of the well 
of St. Patrick, was led to inquire in its neighbourhood for an ancient 
holy well, which should realize the character of the water in the original 

well of St. Patrick, and found one close by, which was pointed out to 
him by Mr. Brophy, and which appeared to realize all that could be said 
for the original well produced at Ath-cliath by St. Patrick for the benefit 
of his hostess and her neighbours. This ancient well he was disposed 
to consider the true original well. It is in Mr. Bailie's timber-yard, 
corner of George's-hill and Cuckoo-lane, in a vault, approached by a 
great flight of steps, also leading to a vaulted chamber, which appears 
to have been an ancient church. The local tradition leads to the con 
clusion that these vaults extend to a great distance, south to the Liffey, 
and westwards to the Thief s Hole, near the Park Gate, which was opened 
about thirty years ago, when it was examined by the police, in conse 
quence of a report that the body of a murdered female had been hid 
therein. 

Jocelyn's legend went on to state that, after the saint left the vil 
lage of Ath-cliath, he came to the noble city3 of Dublin, where, having 
,brought to life the children of the king who ruled over it, the king, 

with his court and the citizens, proposed to be baptized, and the saint 
again struck the ground with the staff of Jesus, and produced the 
"Southern WVell" of St. Patrick. This was the well in Nassau- street, 
to which attention was at first directed. 

Having gone into many arguments to prove the existence of two wells 
of St. Patrick, the original or northern, and the "' southern well," the 
author proceeded to show that Dr.Rutty's statements of the qualities of the 
waters of the tWo wells were perfectly consistent with the uses for which, 
accordirng to the legend, they were intended-the one for domestic pur 
poses being pure water, andthe other, foirbaptismalpurposes,beingslightly 
saline, but not so much so as to render it unfit for ordinary use. He then 

went on to say that, taking the narrative as it was given by locelyn, it 
enabled us to map out the topography of Dublin and its immediate neigh 
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bourhood as it was supposed, in the tenth century, to have existed in 
the fourth century, when St. Patrick was said to have visited Dublin, 

&c. 
Looking at the matter as a practical question, Mr. Clibborn con 

finued his inquiries in Nassau-street and its neighbourhood, to trace, if 
he could, the ancient well of St. Patrick, which Dr. Rutty, in 1757, was 
unable to find; and he discovered that there were several wells in the 
neighbourhood, all claiming to be the original well. Having taken into 
account the claims of all, he ultimately came to the conclusion tnat a 
well behind the house No. 9, Nassau-street, now inaccessible to the 
public, but which was described as having been open to the public by 
means of a flight of steps from Frederick-lane, about 100 years ago, and 
then visited by believers in the efficacy of the water, had more preten 
sions to the title of being the old spring well of St. Patrick than any 
of the others in the neighbourhood. In this opinion he was strength 
ened by a map of the city of Dublin, which appears to be as old as 1710, 
and which has the site of St. Patrick's well on it. This was 100 years 
later than Speed's map, which does not extend so far east as the site of 
this welL 

Having disposed of the question of the locality of the ancient 
"southern well of St. Patrick," the author drew attention to the in 
teresting fact, that he found, as be went down Leinster-street, the 
supply of spring water appeared to be very great, and capable of being 
utilized for all purposes to any extent. From the traces of ancient baths 
and wells, and from the modern pumps in the localitv, he was led to 
believe that there was a perpetual supply of water, which was in qua 
lity only inferior to that obtained in such abundance from Mr. Carton's 
pump in Halston-street, close to which he believed was the original well 
of St. Patrick. 

Mr. Clibborn suggested that measures should be taken forthwith in 
this locality, as well as in all others throughout the city, where there is 
a similarly abundanit supply of spring water, to put it within the reach 
of the poor, by means of pumps to which they should have access, with 
out getting the leave of arty one. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 1860. 

JAMES HENTHORN TODr, D.D., President, in the Chair. 

MP, W. R. WILDE read a paper "O n the discovery of a Crannoge, called 
Cloneymore, in the county of Cavan," and, on the part of Mr. O'Brien, 
presented a number of antiquities found there. 

The thanks of the Academy were voted to Mr. O'Brien. 

MR. E. CLiBBoRN read the second part of his paper on the Wells at 
tributed to St. Patrick, &c.: 

In continuation of his paper on the ancient wells in and near Dub 
lin, attributed to St. Patrick, Mr. E. Clibborn explained that it appeared 
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